
 
 

 

 

 

UN Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty 

 

UN Task Force Members and Colleagues 

Special Representative of the Secretary General on Violence against Children (SRSG VAC) and Chair of the UN 
Inter-Agency Task Force: SRSG VAC Najat MAALLA M’JID, former SRSG VAC Marta SANTOS PAIS, Sanna KÄKI and 
Ann-Kristin VERVIK. 

Special Representative of the Secretary General on Children and Armed Conflict (SRSG CAAC): SRSG CAAC 
Virginia GAMBA, former SRSG CAAC Leila ZERROUGUI, Florence GASPAR, James COOKE, Alessia CHIOCCHETTI and 
Susanne HEFEKÄUSER. 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR): High Commissioner Michelle BACHELET, former 
High Commissioner Zeid RA’AD AL HUSSEIN, Andrew GILMORE, Kate GILMORE,  Craig  MOKHIBER,  Peggy  HICKS,  
Lene  WENDLAND,  Imma  GUERRAS-DELGADO,  Ben  MAJEKODUNMI, Ben LEWIS, Thomas FORSTER, Idriss KANE, 
Gina BERGH, Allegra FRANCHETTI, George  ABUALZULOF,  Erica  POTTS,  Marcelo  DAHER,  Teresa  ALBERO,  Omar  
FASSATOUI,  Genevieve SAUBERLI, Kwasi YANKEY and most importantlyAnna D. TOMASI.  

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC): Executive  Director  Yury  FEDETOV,  former Deputy 
Executive Director Aldo LALE-DEMOZ, Valerie LEBAUX, Simone MONASEBIAN, Alexandra  SOUZA  MARTINS,  Anna  
GUIDICE  SAGET,  Dayan  FARIAS  PICON  and  Sonya  Ayesha  RAHAMAN. 

United  Nations  Children’s  Fund  (UNICEF): Executive  Director  Henrietta  FORE,  former  Executive Director 
Anthony LAKE, Ted CHAIBAN, Cornelius WILLIAMS, Marie-Pierre POIRIER, Henriette AHRENS, Kirsten DI MARTINO, 
Kerry NEAL, Lila PIETERS, Doudou LUEMBA, Joanne DUNN,  Michaela  BAUER,  Grace  AGCAOILI,  Anne  
GRANDJEAN,  Katharina  THON,  Nicolas SAUVAGE, George ABADJIAN and Vijay Ratnam RAMAN.  

United  Nations  High  Commissioner  for  Refugees  (UNHCR): High  Commissioner  Filipo  GRANDI, former Deputy 
Commissioner Volker TÜRK, Shahrzad TADJBAKHSH, Andrew PAINTER, Scott POHL, Ariel RIVA and Marie 
HUBERLANT. 

United Nations Migration Agency (IOM): Director General Antonio VITORINO, former Director General William 
Lacy SWING, Amr TAHA, Lorena LANDO, Amanuel MEHARI, Paola PACE and Mirela SHUTERIQI, Kristina TOUZENIS 
and Ivona ZAKOSKA-TODOROVSKA. 

World Health Organization (WHO): Director General Tedros Adhanom GHEBREYESUS, Carina FERREIRA-BORGES 
and Daniel LOPEZ-ACUNA. 

Committee  on  the  Rights  of  the  Child  (CRC): Chair  Luis  PEDERNERA,  former  Chairpersons  Renate WINTER, 
Benyam Dawit MEZMUR and Jean ZERMATTEN as well as the members Philip JAFFE, Hatem KOTRANE, Gehad 
MADI and Ann SKELTON. 

Office of the Secretary General: Secretary  General  Antonio  GUTERRES,  former  Secretary  General Ban KI-
MOON, Assistant Secretary General Volker TÜRK, former Deputy Secretary-General Jan ELIASSON, former Under 
Secretary General Kang KYUNG-WHA and Katarina MANSSON. 
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Advisory Board 

• Ann SKELTON, Chair of the UN Global Study Advisory Board, Member of the UN Committee on  the  Rights  of  
the  Child  and  Professor,  UNESCO  Chair  in  Education  Law  in  Africa,  University of Pretoria (South Africa). 

• Malcom  EVANS,  Vice-Chair  of  the  UN  Global  Study  Advisory  Board,  Chair  of  the  UN  Subcommittee for 
the Prevention of Torture and Professor of Public International Law, University of Bristol (United Kingdom). 

• Jo BECKER, Advocacy director of the Children’s Rights Division at Human Rights Watch (United States). 

• Mary BELOFF, Professor, Chair of Criminal Law and Criminal Procedure at the University of Buenos Aires Law 
School, Faculty of Law (Argentina). 

• Pablo  CERIANI  CERNADAS,  Vice  Chairperson  of  the  UN  Committee  on  the  Rights  of  Migrants (Argentina). 

• Andrew COYLE, Emeritus Professor of Prison Studies at the University of London (United Kingdom).• Maud  DE  
BOER-BUQUICCHIO,  UN  Special  Rapporteur  on  the  Sale  of  Children,  Child  Prostitution and Child Pornography 
(Netherlands). 

• Catalina  DEVANDAS  AGUILAR,  UN  Special  Rapporteur  on  the  Rights  of  Persons  with  Disabilities (Costa 
Rica). 

• Barry GOLDSON, Professor of Criminology and Social Policy, School of Law and Social Justice, University of 
Liverpool (United Kingdom). 

• Thomas  HAMMARBERG,  former  Secretary  General  of  Save  the  Children  and  Amnesty  International  and  
Former  Member  of  the  UN  Committee  on  the  Rights  of  the  Child  (Sweden) 

• Hina JILANI, Former UN Special Representative of the Secretary General on Human Rights Defenders (Pakistan). 

• Ursula KILKELLY, Professor and Dean, School of Law, University College Cork, Director of the Child Law Clinic 
(United Kingdom). 

• Ben LEWIS, Human Rights Officer, Migration and Human Rights, OHCHR (United States). 

• Ton LIEFAARD, Professor, UNICEF Chair in Children’s Rights at Leiden University, Leiden Law School 
(Netherlands). 

• Usang Maria ASSIM, Senior Researcher Children’s Rights Project, Dullah Omar Institute for Constitutional Law, 
University of the Western Cape (South Africa). 

• Juan MENDEZ, Professor of Law at the American University in Washington and Former UN Special Rapporteur 
on Torture (Argentina). 

• Benyam  Dawit  MEZMUR,  Member  and  Former  Chair,  UN  Committee  on  the  Rights  of  the Child and 
member of the African Committee on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (Ethiopia). 

• Vitit MUNTARBHORN, Professor of International Law at Chulangkorn University, Former UN  Independent  
Expert  on  protection  against  violence  and  discrimination  based  on  sexual orientation and gender identity 
and Former UN Special Rapporteur on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography (Thailand). 

• Dainius PURAS, UN Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of health (Lithuania). 

• Benoit  VAN  KEIRSBILCK,  Director  of  the  Belgian  section  of  Defence  for  Children  International (Belgium). 

• Jean ZERMATTEN, Founder and Director of the International Institute for the Rights of the Child and Former 
Chair of the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (Switzerland). 

• Leila  ZERROUGUI,  Special  Representative  of  the  UN  Secretary-General  and  Head  of  the United Nations 
Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Former  UN  Special  Representative  of  the  
Secretary-General  on  Children  and  Armed  Conflict (Algeria). 
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NGO Advisory Panel  
 

Co-Conveners: 

Jo BECKER, Human Rights Watch  

Alex KAMAROTOS, Defence for Children International   

Michael BOCHENEK, Human Rights Watch 

Benoit VAN KEIRSBILCK, Anna D. TOMASI and Helen GRIFFITHS, Defence for Children International 

Core Group: 

Child Rights International Network (CRIN): Leo RATLEDGE. 

Defence  for  Children  International  (DCI):  Alex  KAMAROTOS,  Benoit  VAN  KEIRSBILCK,  Anna  TOMASI, Isabelle 
MEENEN, Helen GRIFFITHS, Myriam WISCHNEWSKI, Sasha RICHARDS, Khaled QUZMAR, Riad ARAR, Abdul Manaff 
KEMOKAI, Norberto LIWSKI, Juan Pedro FUMEIRO, Arwa AL-FAKIH and Helle SANDEN. 

Human Rights Watch (HRW): Jo BECKER and Michael BOCHENEK. 

International Catholic Child Bureau (BICE): Yao AGBETSE. 

International Detention Coalition (IDC): Silvia GOMEZ MORADILLO and Benjamin LEWIS. 

International Juvenile Justice Observatory (IJJO). 

Penal Reform International (PRI): Taghreed JABER, Azamat SHAMBILOV, Haitham SHIBLI and Nikhil ROY. 

Terre des Hommes International Federation (TdH): Kristen HOPE, Cedric FOUSSARD, Yann COLLIOU and Fabrice 
CREGUT. 

World Organization against Torture (OMCT): Gerald STABEROCK, Gabriele REITER, Carolina BÁRBARA and Laure 
ELMALEH. 
 

Further Members of the NGOs Panel: 

Children of Prisoners Europe (COPE): Liz AYRE, Kate PHILBRICK and Ria WOLLESWINKEL.  

Global Detention Project (GDP): Michael FLYNN and Mariette GRANGE. 

Lumos:  Georgette  MULHEIR,  Alex  CHRISTOPOLOUS,  Debra  JONES,  Merel  KREDIET,  Anna DARLING, Chris 
CUTHBERT and Nathalie FRANCE. 

Quakers United Nations Office (QUNO): Rachel BRETT and Laurel TOWNHEAD. 

SOS Children’s Villages: Claudia ARISI and Alan KIKUCHI-WHITE. 
 

Other  NGOs: 

Child Rights Connect: Stephen LANGTON. 

Eurochild: Jana HAINSWORTH and Maria HERCZOG. 

Disability Rights International: Eric ROSENTHAL. 

Hope and Homes: Emmanuel SHERWIN 

 

 



 

 

         

  
 

4 
 

Research Groups 

Children Deprived of Liberty in the Administration of Justice 

Group Leads: Moritz BIRK and Helmut SAX, Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of Human Rights/University of Vienna, 
Austria (member of the Global Campus of Human Rights). 

Advisory Board Members: Mary BELOFF, Malcolm EVANS, Barry GOLDSON, Ton LIEFAARD and Ann SKELTON. 

The United Nations Focal Point: Alexandra SOUZA MARTINS (UNODC). 

NGO Focal Points: Helen GRIFFITHS (DCI) and Leo RATLEDGE (CRIN). 

Further  contributors: Simon FLACKS, Louise FORDE, Cédric FOUSSARD, Regina JENSDOTTIR, Selma KROPP, Manu 
KRISHAN, Sarahi Sally KEDGE, Douglas KEILLOR, Christina KUFER, Bernd LIEDL, Tina LORIZZO, García MARTÍNEZ, 
Lena RADL, Silvia RANDAZZO, Jackie REANUDIN-SIDDALL, Benjamin SCHOLZ, Katarina SIMONOVA, Yannick VAN 
DEN BRINK, Ann Kristin VERVIK, Myriam WISCHNEWSKI and Gerrit ZACH. 

Children Living in Prisons with their Primary Caregivers  

Group Leads: Chiara ALTAFIN, Wiebke LAMER and George ULRICH, Global Campus of Human Rights Headquarters, 
Venice, Italy. 

The United Nations Focal Point: Anna TOMASI (OHCHR). 

NGO Focal Points: Elizabeth AYRE (COPE), Rachel BRETT and Laurel TOWNHEAD (QUNO). 

Further  contributors: Stephen BROWNE, Grace AGCAOILI, Luciano CADONI, Rocío COMAS, Carla FORCOLIN, 
Louise FORDE, Iva HAUPTFLEISCHOVÁ, Timothy HUANG, Regina JENSDOTTIR, Bernd LIEDL, Nancy LOUCKS, Hannah 
LYNN, Gehad MADI, Jiří MATUŠKA, Alina-Ramona MIAMINGI, Soe MOE, Sinead O’MALLEY, Kate PHILBRICK, Lia 
SACERDOTE, Peter SCHARFF SMITH, Santi SIRITHEERAJESD, Francis SSUUBI, Kayla STOLK, Kohnwilai 
TEPPUNKOONNGAM and Ria WOLLESWINKEL.  

Children Deprived of Liberty for Migration related Reasons 

Group Leads: Günter SCHUMACHER and Simon MCMAHON, Joint Research Centre of the European Commission, 
Ispra, Italy and Michael BOCHENEK, Human Rights Watch, New York, United States. 

Advisory Board Members: Pablo CERIANI CERNADAS and Benjamin LEWIS. 

The United Nations Focal Points: Ariel RIVA (UNHCR) and Amr TAHA (IOM). 

NGO Focal Points: Silvia GOMEZ MORADILLO (IDC) and Mariette GRANGE (GDP). 

Further contributors: Robyn SAMPSON, Mirela SHUTERIQI, Kristina TOUZENIS, Astrid PODSIADLOWSKI, Nicola 
BRANDT, Marc CAPALDI, Michael FLYNN, Timothy HUANG, Bernd LIEDL, Alex KAMAROTOS and Tamás MOLNÁR. 

Children Deprived of Liberty in Institutions 

Group Leads: Ann SKELTON, Zita HANSUNGULE and Lesley DU TOIT, Centre for Child Law at the University of 
Pretoria, South Africa (member of the Global Campus of Human Rights). 

Advisory Board  Members: Catalina DEVANDAS AGUILAR,  Benyam  Dawit  MEZMUR,  Usang  Maria ASSIM and 
Benoit VAN KEIRSBILCK. 

The United Nations Focal Point: Kirsten DI MARTINO and Kerry NEAL (UNICEF). 

NGO  Focal  Points:  Alex  CHRISTOPOULOS,  Chris  CUTHBERT,  Anna  DARLING  (Lumos)  and  Claudia ARISI (SOS 
Children’s Villages International). 

Further  contributors:  Katharina  THON,  Chris  DESMOND,  Helen  GRIFFITHS,  Maria  GÓMEZ,  Aniruddha 
KULKARNI, Alberto VÁSQUEZ ENCALADA, Ann-Kristin VERVIK, Jialin HUANG, David LU, Chunling LU, Anamika SAHA 
and Kathryn WATT. 
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Children Deprived of Liberty in the Context of Armed Conflict and on National Security Grounds 

Group Leads: Jo BECKER, Human Rights Watch supported by Kylee DIGREGORIO, Columbia University, New York, 
United States. 

The United Nations Focal Point: James COOKE, Florence GASPAR and Susanne HEFEKAEUSER (SRSG CAAC). 

NGO Focal Points: Taghreed JABER (PRI). 

Further  contributors: Kalliope  AGAPIOU-JOSEPHIDES,  Anne  CHARBORD,  Melissa  LEFAS, Vanessa MURPHY, 
Jelena PEJIC, Mary MURPHY, Mara REVKIN, Gabor RONA, Ibrahim SESAY, Isabelle  GUITARD,  Laura  PEREZ,  Leo  
RATLEDGE,  Alexandra  SOUZA  MARTINS,  Rachel  BRETT,  Mark DRUMB and Francesco BRUSCOLI. 

Impacts on Health of Children Deprived of Liberty  

Group Leads: Stuart A. KINNER, Murdoch Children’s Research Institute & University of  Melbourne, Australia and 
Huw WILLIAMS, University of Exeter, United Kingdom. 

The United Nations Focal Point: Carina FERREIRA-BORGES (WHO).  

Further contributors: Rohan BORSCHMANN, Betony CLASBY, Nathan HUGHES, Emilia JANCA, Louise SOUTHALAN, 
Melissa WILLOUGHBY, Annie CARTER, Cheneal PULJEVIĆ, Alexander LOVE and Rakhi VASHISHTHA. 

Children Deprived of Liberty with Disabilities  

Group Leads: Catalina DEVANDAS AGUILAR and Alberto VÁSQUEZ ENCALADA, Office of the Special Rapporteur on 
the rights of persons with disabilities and María GÓMEZ-CARRILLO DE CASTRO, NUI Galway, Ireland. 

Advisory Board Members: Ann SKELTON. 

Further contributors: Emily CUKALEVSKI and Léa URZEL. 

Gender Dimension Group   

Leads: Kalliope AGAPIOU JOSEPHIDES, University  of  Cyprus  and  Fatou  NDOUR,  Association  of  Women  Lawyers  
of  Senegal  &  Ludwig  Boltzmann  Institute  of  Human  Rights/University of Vienna (members of the Global 
Campus of Human Rights).  

Advisory Board Member: Vitit MUNTARBHORN. 

The United Nations Focal Point: Meskerem Geset TECHANE (UN Working Group on the issue of discrimination 
against women in law and in practice – WGDAW). 

Further contributors: Reina-Marie LOADER, Łukasz SZOSZKIEWICZ and Georges YOUNES. 

Views and Perspectives of Children Deprived of Liberty 

Group Leads: Kristen HOPE, Terre des Hommes, Laura LUNDY, Centre for Children’s Rights, Queen’s  University  
Belfast, Northern  Ireland,  United  Kingdom (member  of  the  Global  Campus of Human Rights) and Ursula 
KILKELLY, Child Law Clinic, University College Cork, Ireland. 

Advisory Board Member: Ursula KILKELLY. 

The United Nations Focal Point: Kerry Neal (UNICEF). 

Further  contributors:  Louise  FORDE,  Deirdre  KELLEHER,  Siobhan  MCALISTER,  Michelle  TEMPLETON,  Grace  
AGCAOILI,  Deepak  Kumar  BARUAH,  Lindelwa  DIAMINI,  Mbuso  SIGUDLA,  Ekaterina TARANCHENKO, Jaime 
TRAVERS and Anna UDIAROVA. 

Child Consultation Facilitators: Sayed Abdul AALA, Salma ABU DAHI, Rawan ABU SHAIKHA, Abdul Aziz AZIZI, Safa 
Al MORSY, Christelle ANTONETTI, Liliana ASTRAHAN, Lucia Escudero BANDA, Yann COLLIOU, Paulami DE SARKAR, 
Mariama DIALLO, Aissata DIARRA, Alassane DIARRA, XVIIIMariama DIENG, Marie DUPRET, Julie DURAND, Mihai 
ENACHE, Cedric FOUSSARD, Marta GIL, Orinda GJONI, Amsatou GUEYE, Diana Milena HERRERA, Kristen HOPE, 
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Fjolla HOXHA, Maxime HUGUEUX, Albana IZETI, Laura JACQUES, Sadaqatullah JAWAD, Rasmata KABORE, Kariman 
KAMAL, Emile KOTEMBADOUNO, Elvis MACELLARI, Elham MAHMOUD, George MATU, Djakalia OUATTARA, Félix 
Roberto PENA, Tassere PORGO, Taghrid Mazen QTAICHAT, Hedayatullah RAMEEN, Teodora REBEJA, Juan Roberto 
RENIGFO, Zahra REZAIE, Juan Manuel SANDOVAL AYALA, Hamath SOW, Eleni STRATI, Obada TAEEM, Sira TALL, 
Yoann THINES, Hamidou TOURE and Jefferson Rojas VARGAS. 

Children 

274 children and young persons  were  interviewed  in  22  countries. 
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